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Jeff Cooper Takes A FIRST LOOK At The World’s Most Powerful Pistol! |

Modern Design Genius Now Puts The
Power Of The .44 Magnum Cartridge Out
The Barrel And Not Up The Arm!

A

The .44 Magnum revolver rocks back sharp=- The .44 Auto Mag absorbs much of its own
ly into web of hand, rides far up and back. kick, recoils back in a much straighter line.



Some years ago this magazine published
a photograph of a pistol cartridge for
which there was no pistol (G&A Vol. 1,
No. 1 — Summer, 1958). It was a .308
case cut to the length of the .44 Special
revolver cartridge, sized to .44 caliber,
and loaded with a .44 pistol bullet. The
idea was that a .44 automatic would be
an interesting development. Harry W.
Sanford, of 2480 East Colorado Blvd.,
Pasadena, California (91107), never saw
that issue, but he now has the gun.
Really! It is as yet in prototype form,
but if the response of the shooting pub-
lic suggests that it is a commercially

viable item, it can be produced for sale
by the summer months. How about that,
sports fans!

Certainly it.is about time that we saw
some significant progress in handgun de-
sign. The pistols we have worked very
well, of course, but it seems pretty ob-
vious that modern engineering can im-
prove them. The Sanford project is an
impressive attempt to do just that.

The prototype pistol is a large, hand-
some, solidly constructed, and almost
“un-burstable” sidearm. It is a little
smaller and two ounces heavier than a
Smith and Wesson 6% -inch M-29. It is
extremely powerful, now handloaded
with a 240-grain jacketed bullet and 25
grains of 2400. (Factory loading will
probably use a somewhat faster powder
such as Herco, in order to suit the 62-
inch barrel.) Its design operating pres-
sure is 45,000 psi, but it is safe at well
over 55,000. With chamber walls some
%16 of an inch thick, and an eight-lug,
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fully-enclosed bolt similar to that of an
M-16 rifle, breech pressure is just not
much of a problem. You could almost
use a full case of Bullseye, according to
test results. :

Now why, when we have a selection
of excellent magnum revolvers, should
we want a magnum auto? After all, the
magnum revolvers are essentially sport-
ing, not combat, arms, and the great
advantages of the auto show up best on
combat duty. The answer is very sim-
ple: recoil. The action of the Sanford
pistol uses a short-recoil turning-bolt
system deliberately designed to soak up
energy, and it does. It transmits just
over half the blow to the shooting hand
that a revolver of the same weight does,

—

The .44 Auto is shown actual
size at near left. Note the
conveniently located thumb
safety and slide release.
Takedown button is above
trigger guard, functicns
much like a P-38’s. Like the
rest of the gun all com«
ponents of its integral
adjustable sights are also
stainless steel except for
tension springs. The vent
rib is machined in one piece
with the barrel and upper
receiver. Cartridges (I to r):
.44 Magnum revolver, .44
Magnum Auto, 9mm-44 Auto
(125-gr. bullet in necked-
down .308 case), .30-44 Auto
100-gr. Views at far left
show off side of gun.
Machining and detailing
was done by Auto Mag
Corp.’s Design Manager,
Max Gera.
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AM 44S 62" Barrel

S&W 29 612" Barrel

Empty Weight: 49 oz.
Overall Length: 103"
Cartridge: .44 Mag rimless
Sight Radius: 8 15/16”
Capacity: eight rounds
Adjustable rear target sight
Patridge type front sight
Vent rib

Field takedown instantly

" Empty Weight: 47 oz.

Overall Length: 117"
Cartridge: .44 Rem Mag
Sight Radius: 82"
Capacity: six rounds
Adjustable rear target sight
Patridge type front sight
Solid rib

None

Performance With 240-gr.

Bullet Standard Load

25 grains of 2400 powder
Muzzle velocity: 1640 ft/s
Muzzle energy: 1455 ft-Ibs
Recoil: 11.7 ft-Ibs

Penetration: fifteen 7ath inch
pine wood boards 1 inch apart

Remington Factory load
Muzzle velocity: 1470 ft/s
Muzzle energy: 1120 ft-Ibs
Recoil: 18 ft-Ibs

Penetration: twelve 7sth inch
pine wood boards 1 inch apart

Prototype .44 Auto compared with Gov’t. Model .45
ACP. The .44 Magnum Auto is somewhat longer and
heavier than the Colt, but fires a bullet that delivers
almost three times as much power. Production .44s
will have shorter cartridges, for smaller magazine
wells and, because of that, more compact handgrips.

when loaded to identical ballistics. In
test form, loaded hotter, it still kicks
only %4 as hard. I myself found this
claim difficult to believe until I fired the
piece. The results are clearly demon-
strated in the photos. (While I do not
advocaté shooting any pistol with one
hand only — unless you have a broken
arm — I deliberately used old-fash-
ioned offhand for testing in order to
emphasize recoil. Neither pistol would
move this much in a correct grip.) In
essence, this puts the awesome power of
the .44 Magnum within the control ca-
pabilities of anyone who can handle a
full-house .357!

The pistol was designed by Max Gera,
and incorporates all the “modern con-
veniences.” Barrel and sights are in one
rigid unit for target accuracy. The trig-
ger linkage is similar in concept to the
proven line of High Standard target pis-
tols, permitting a very nice adjustment.
The sights are fully adjustable and pat-
ridge type. The positive, hammer-lock-
ing safety is symmetrical and works on
either side. Ejection is forward. An
accelerator is provided to ensure re-
liable action in sub-zero temperatures.
Though the prototype’s frame is con-
structed of a standard chrome-moly al-
loy, the production model will naturally
be made of stainless steel throughout.

With all these features you would ex-
pect the pistol to be out of the financial
reach of ordinary mortals. The fact is,
however, that cost studies indicate a sale
price of right around $200 (boxed with
one extra magazine, of course). RWS
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stands ready to produce factory ammu-
nition by mid-1970 if demand picks up,
and handloaders can make their own
from .308 brass.

A double column magazine was not
considered, for reasons obvious in a
cartridge of this size. There is no maga-
zine disconnector, since this device
poses more problems than it solves. And
double-action is not contemplated. be-
ing, in the opinion of Mr. Sanford, Mr.
Gera, and myself, an unsatisfactory fea-
ture in an auto pistol.

There is a drawback. The length of
the cartridge is such that the trigger is
out of reach of a small hand. Those
who prefer the long trigger in the 1911
will have no trouble, but those who need
the short version will not be able to grip
the piece properly.

So there you have it. You like? If so,
let us know, so that some sort of sales
prediction can be drawn up.

And there is another matter. If the
initial project is successful, this action
principle can be applied to a whole series
of new sidearms. First and easiest would
be the production of the same piece in
.30/44 and .36/44 for varminting. Next
might be the appearance of a short-
case, magnum .46 pistol for smaller
hands. This could provide magnum
power with 9mm recoil. And third on
the list is a small, neat, flat, pocket
9mm with no more kick than a .32.
These will be forthcoming if the .44 is a
success. May we live to see the day! @

G&A UPDATE —

LATEST

44 MAGNUM
AUTO
DEVELOPMENTS

In today’s fast-breaking scene of new
developments in sporting arms, the .44
Auto Mag is no exception. Since the in-
ception of this article, the big pistol
has undergone further development and
load tests. Auto Mag designer Max Gera
—also Design and Engineering Man-
ager of Sanford Arms and the Auto Mag
Corporation — states that both 9mm
and .30-caliber versions of the .308:
based Auto Mag cartridge have been
made. Among the 300 and more orders
already in for pistols, many have re-
quested that possible development be
done on these calibers as well as the
original .44.

The production .44 Auto Mags will
have a cartridge 1/10-inch shorter than
the samples shown in this article. It
was found that shortening the case to
1.200-inch, permitted a 2/10-inch re-
duction in grip size and magazine bulk,
This serves to add reliability to the al-
ready fine action functioning, as the
bolt has a shorter round to strip and
feed, while going through the same
long, smooth cycle.

As of this writing, the ideal load for
44 Auto Mag is believed to be 22
grains of H110 powder and the 240-
grain Norma Tri-Clad flat-point bullet.
This is a half-case capacity load and
the brass/action combination will take
much higher pressures, according to
the new arms maker. Still, this load
burns completely clean and is the most
accurate so far. Velocity is a sizzling
1680 fps, with the 240-grain bullet. For
comparison only, the Winchester-
Western .44 Magnum revolver load is
quoted by its maker as 1470 fps, for
1150 ft.-Ibs. of muzzle energy. The Auto
Mag velocity computes to 1505 ft.-Ibs.

These and other detail changes have
been fed into measurements taken for
pilot-plant drawings. As of press time,
initial production of saleable Auto
Mags, in the standard .44 Auto Mag
chambering, is reportedly set for
spring, 1970.




The .44 Auto is big, but average hands can function
the action with no difficulty. Lock-up of multi-lugged
bolt is tight, then ‘breaks’ open smoothly when pro-
gressive pressure to the rear is applied. Recoil springs
ride in outlying ckannels, another point reminiscent
of the Walther P-38, although that pistol’s- springs
are enclosed by the frame and slide.

Channel through bolt body is cam-
ming surface which rotates assembly
during recoil. Recessed holt face and
spring-loaded ejector are shown.

Field-stripping can be accomplished in three seconds. Then, all reciprocating parts
are completely open for maintenance. The hole in the center of the grooved
trigger is for precise trigger adjustment. Barrel, rib, upper receiver and bolt-
locking shoulders are all machined from one piece.
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