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T;IOUGH IT SEEM longer, it was
less than a decade ago that
handgunners first heard of — and saw
advertisements for — a gun named “Auto
Mag.” Some of the early statements made
about the gun were sufficiently vague that
people believed it to be chambered for the
44 Magnum revolver cartridge. To be
sure, it was of .44 caliber and its
performance was in the magnum class,
but it was chambered for an entirely new
cartridge designated .44 AMP” or “.44
Auto Mag.”

The .44 AMP was designed concur-
rently with the gun; both were intended
for working chamber pressures in the
50,000 c.u.p. range never before
encountered in handguns. We can’t dwell
on the pistol here, but the cartridge
accomplished this by using a modified
rifle-type case design. For convenience
and economy, not for technical or ballistic
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reasons, the .44 AMP case was simply the
.308 Winchester or .30-06 case shortened
to 1.310-inch length, sized at the mouth
for .430-inch diameter bullets, and with
mouth wall thickness reduced. All gun
and load development was done with
cases laboriously made by hand from
.308/7.62mm NATO brass, and when
guns finally become available (much,
much later than intended) such hand-
made cases and ammunition were
supplied for them by the Auto Mag Corp.

Reports varied, but early Auto Mag
owners claimed much higher velocities
from the .44 AMP — with its 240-grain
jacketed soft-point bullet — than the .44
Magnum revolver combination. Those
few handloaders who could obtain one of
the massive, stainless-steel, recoil-
operated pistols had a field day. We
know now that some of them shot loads
developing in excess of 60,000 c.u.p.

44 AMP Load Data (s y2” Barrel)
Weight,

Bullet Weight Powder grains MV, fps
SV/JHP 180 W-W 296 25.0 1,370
SV/JHP 180 W-W 296 27.0 1,520
SV/JHP 180 W-W 296 29.0 1,620
SVI/JHP 180 W-W 296 31.0 1,750
SV/IJHP 180 W-W 296 33.0 1,890
Speer/JSP 200 W-W 296 28.0 1,510
Speer/JSP 200 W-W 296 30.0 1,590
Speer/JSP 200 W-W 296 32.0 1,730
Sierra/JSP 240 W-W 296 21.0 1,120
Sierra/JSP 240 W-W 296 23.0 1,290
SierralJSP 240 W-W 296 25.0 1,490
Sierra/JSP 240 W-W 296 27.0 1,590
Hornady/JSP 265 W-W 296 20.0 1,140
Hornady/JSP 265 W-W 296 22.0 1,300
Hornady/JSP 265 W-W 296 24.0 1,420
Hornady/JSP 265 W-W 296 25.0 1,490
All above loads in new CDM cases. Reduce powder charge at
least 10 percent when using formed cases.

November-December 1976

A CDM factory load, left, is shown for
comparison with a 240-grain Speer handload.
The CDM factory cartridge was underloaded,
and failed to function many Auto-Mag
pistols properly. There is no longer a
commercial load for the Auto-Mag pistol.

chamber pressure without hurting either
themselves or their guns. Such pressures
had never before been approached in any
known handgun other than perhaps the
XP-100, which is actually a rifle action.
That nobody (that I know of) was hurt is a
tribute to the strong, heavy, .308 case and
rifle-type lockup of the gun.

Actually, working pressures were
intended to be in the 45,000-50,000 c.u.p.
range. Eventually factory-loaded ammu-
nition became available, produced by the
Mexican CDM plant, a subsidiary of
Remington. Unfortunately, due to
misunderstandings, this ammunition was
too lightly loaded and did not produce the
needed performance. In fact, it was so
lightly loaded it would not cycle many
Auto Mag pistols correctly.  Pistoleros
who expected a high-performance factory
load were badly disappointed and had to
fall back on handloads. The CDM load
thus passed from the scene and is no
longer made. In fact, since then there has
been no .44 AMP factory load at all.
Several custom loaders do supply proper
ammunition in both hand-formed and
CDM cases, but they aren’t “factory.”

Loading .44 AMP ammunition isn't at
all difficult, but it does require more
attention to detail than other handgun
calibers. It cannot be ‘“‘loaded down
sighificantly or the gun won’t function;
light loads are out and lead bullets aren’t
often used. Standard .44 caliber jacketed
bullets are correct, and Large-Pistol
Magnum primers are preferred because of
the large charge of slow-burning powder.
Not many powders are suitable to this
unusual cartridge, and H-110 and W-W
296 have proven to be best. Cases,
however, can be a problem. Unless you
can scare up some of the original CDM
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W. T. (Bill) Atkinson, former
barrel- maker of A & M Rifle Company,
is back in operation. He is cutting
match grade rifle barrels, reboring
match and hunting rifle barrels, and
making controlled-pattern

shotgun barrels.

Atkinson
Gun Company

Box 512 Prescott, Arizona 86301

(602)445-0607
WICHITA
PRECISION
RIFLE
REST.

Now -TWO Models

Baked wrinkle finish

No tools — hand adjustments
Rolled threads — chromed hardware
Cast iron (or aluminum) & steel for stability
Contour non-rotating nest prevents bag movement
52" horiz. & 3" vert. fore-end stop adjustment
Hard-point level screws

Cast Aluminum and Steel (weight 6 pounds) $39.95
Cast Iron and Steel (weight 11 pounds) $49.95

Prices plus
THESE RESTS ARE USED WORLD-WIDE postage.

BY BENCH REST SHOOTERS!
Also Precision Unrestricted Front & Rear Rifle Rests
WICHITA ENGINEERING & SUPPLY, INC.
P.0O. Box 11371, Wichita, Kansas 67202

manufacture, you'll have to make your
own, using a set of RCBS forming dies. If
the latter, make all your cases from the
same caliber and lot of brass to avoid
wide variation in powder capacity. Nearly
a dozen calibers can be used to form .44
AMP brass, but the .308 is best.

The .44 AMP is a true rimless case that
headspaces on its mouth against a
chamber shoulder as in the .45 ACP and
9mm Parabellum. Nominal case length is
1.310-inch to 1.315-inch. Length is
somewhat critical; too much interferes
with the gun locking properly and too
little flattens primers and makes ignition
erratic. Some handloaders match case
length to individual guns, but this
shouldn’t really be necessary.

Forming cases consists briefly of the
following steps: run case into form/trim
die and saw off excess brass; file mouth
smooth and deburr; run case into
reaming die and ream neck to .015-inch
wall thickness; size in full-length die;
deprime and reprime; expand mouth with
.293-inch expander rod; trim to final
length.

Case mouths must be flared enough to
permit starting bullets. This will look like
too much flare because of the unusually

BUY NOW/!

COMPLETE YOUR REFERENCE LIBRARY
RARE BACK

- GET THOSE
ISSUES WHILE THEY ARE STILL

AVAILABLE' These prices based on our purchase cost,

scarcity,
NOTICE.

® Handloader Magazine
Nos. 4 and 58 (temporarily sold out)
Nos. 19, 23, 28, 42 and
Nos. 2,15,24,25and37. . ...................

AL GHRers: L e e e e e
Bound Vol. | & I (first 10 issues). .

@ Rifle Magazine
No. 19 (temporarily sold out)

NOS: Z0 D081 oo cenmyum s i aiasise

Bound Vol. | & Il (first 12 issues). .. .........
Bound Vol. IIl & IV (issues no. 13 through 24). .
Bound Vol. V & VI (issues no. 25 through 36). .

American Rifleman:
1940's to date, most in 1930's, a few 1920's.
want list for a quotation.

Gun Report Magazine: Most issues available, including rare

early ones.

Rifle and Handloader Indexes:
$1.00 each, ppd.

and are SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT

D8« sn s $10.00

$ 2.00

$60.00 (when available)
Bound Vol. Il & IV (issues no. 11 lhrough 29
Bound Vol. V & VI (issues no. 23 through 34).......
Bound Vol. VII & VIII (issues no. 35 through 46). . . .
Bound Vol. IX & X (issues no. 47 through 58)... ...

Large selection available from the
Send your

$50.00

$50.
$50.00

... $40.00

Shooting Times: Most early editions (first
five years) available at $1 per copy.
Other gun Magazines: We have a small
quantity of back issues of other gun
magazines. These are priced at $1 each.
Some rare issues of Playboy - Please
inquire,

PADCO

Enterprises

P/\E

P.0. BOX 2409 PRESCOTT, ARIZONA 86301
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small, as-expanded neck diameter which
is needed for a very tight grip on the
bullet. Recoil and feeding forces are
heavy and if the bullet isn’t held very
tightly, it may shift in the case.

Powder charges for full loads generally
produce 100 percent loading density and
some of them are heavily compressed.
This also makes a very tight bullet/case
fit necessary or the powder will expand
and push the bullet forward. If this
happens in the magazine, the cartridge
will jam tight; if in storage, the cartridge
won't go into the magazine. Annealing
case mouths is not wise, for it reduces
case grip on the bullet no matter how
undersize the mouth might be before
seating.

Compressed powder charges also make
it necessary that the bullet-seating
punches fit the bullet nose very closely.
The extra pressure will deform bullet
noses otherwise; hollow points may be
somewhat deformed, no matter how well
the punch fits. Since some bullets used
are quite short, special care is needed to
insure that they enter the case straight,
not canted.

Bullets are seated an overall cartridge
length of 1.6-inch, and bullets should not
contact the rifling. The latter rules out
very blunt or wadcutter forms. After
seating, the flare must be removed and
this is best done by applying a light taper
crimp, which also increases bullet
stability. A roll crimp or too-heavy taper
crimp can cause an excess-headspace
condition so needs to be avoided.

We don’t show H-110 powder but it is
widely used in the .44 AMP. One must
take special note of the fact that current
production appears to have a slower
burning rate than the older stuff. Over
several years it seems to have been
successively reduced in burning rate. A
charge weight originally developed with
10-year-old powder may be too light with
new H-110. Conversely, a full load
developed with today's H-110 may be
excessive with older powders. The loads
we show are with today’s H-110; if older
powder is used, reduce charge weight at
least 1S percent, then work back up
gradually.

Also, be especially leery of anyone's
load data, even your own, due to the wide
variations in cases. Reduced case
capacity due to thick webs and walls will
have far more effect than slight changes
in powder burning rates.

There are only a few thousand .44 AMP
Auto Mag pistols in existence and no
other gun has been regularly chambered
for this cartridge. If you have one, you'll
be forced to load for it eventually. A little
extra effort is required, but the
performance it offers for hunting and
long-range work is certainly worth it. @

HANDLOADER Magazine




