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Automag II
.22 Magnum,
380 Backup Pistols

AMT:

Two stainless steel semiautomatic offerings from
Arcadia Machine & Tool, Inc. designed for self defense and hunting, etc. . .

By Jim Benson

MT (that’s Arcadia Machine &

Tool, Inc.) of Irwindale, Califor-

nia, has a reputation for making high

quality firearms ranging from .22 rifles

to .45 pistols. A new gun is chambered
for the .30 Carbine round.

We recently tried out two handguns
in their line, the .380 Backup and
Automag II semiautomatic pistols.
These were designed for self defense
and, in the case of the unique Auto-
mag II, for hunting as well.

The .380 Backup semiautomatic
pistol holds 5 rounds in the magazine.
It’s intended as a reliable pocket secu-

- rity pistol for civilians and law enforce-
ment personnel. It’s small, thin and
easily concealable. Finish is matte
stainless steel with black plastic check-
ered grips.

There are two safeties on the .380,
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The .308 Backup pistol and Automag |l are stainless steel with matte finishes and black grips.

The .380 has a trigger-lock safety but it was not designed to be carried with a round chambered. A
round should be chambered only when you are ready to shoot.

a grip safety like that on the 1911-A1
and a trigger lock button safety on the
left side of the pistol behind the trig-
ger. Sights are a crude notch and blade
arrangement since this gun is not
designed for much range.

It is made to fire .380 Automatic full
metal jacketed ammunition but will
also fire some hollow point cartridges.
Our gun was throated to handle the
potent Winchester Silvertip hollow

point round. This is a minor guns-
mithing job and can be done quickly
by a competent gunsmith. This handy
little pistol has been around for nearly
15 years now and has proven itself as
a compact, reliable backup gun for self
defense.

The Automag II is, as far as we
are aware, the only semiautomatic .22
Magnum (Winchester Magnum Rim-

(Continued on page 52)



AMT's 380 Backup pistol provides five shots and Is easily concealable in a pocket.

TOMCAT SOG

Awarded 1988 "Knife of the Year” SPECIALTY

Named after the legendary Navy fighter. Now you can have the bowie blade style you KNIVES
want, in a rugged folder. Here is a design feature we like, SOG induction-welds the
bolsters and liners together for strength. This is as solid as you can get, as the
Tomcat does NOT rely on rivets to hold it together. Constructed entirely of

AUSS-A high carbon stainless steel, Rc 57-58. The Tomcat also features

a new negative-draft locking bar system, which gives new meaning to

the word “lockback". Kraton raised "point positive™ grips and

includes a dual mounting black nylon scabbard. This is

a SOLID, STOUT knife, from end to end.

Maximum performance at a realistic price.

Retail $89.95

#SSTC

Your Price $74.95

g - Blade lengt: 31"
i, | Length, open: 8 1/4"
Length, closed: 4 3/4°

e

N “ ‘,
5 & 5 # Blade thickness: 3/16*
o € 4 .5,,‘ A Weight, knife: 7.6 0z
. § B _‘* Weight, sheath: 9oz
| " a4 i

The Automag Il .22 Magnum pistol utilizes a

unique gas- channeling system for smooth,
reliable operation.

i
UNSS | (e

5 UJJ-PQ T TOLL FREE ORDERLINE: T

s mensore |1=800-231-1272
Dept ASG, 5461 Kendall St., Boise, ID 83706

— INFORMATION LINE: 1-208-376-0430

deals on the top knife brands. Just We're open for your ordering convenience Mon-Fri 8-6, Sat 9-5 Mountain Time
¢ : send $1 or call 208-376-0430 to get SHIPPING (per order): $5 to 48 states--$7 P.0. Box, APO & FPO--$8 for C.0.D. 48 states only--
PR . 220 your copy, PLEASE, do not call the $10 AK, HI, PR, USVI & Canada. Foreign orders (excluding Canada), please write for shipping
The Automag il maga i 1800 number as we reserve these | costs. PAYMENT: We accept VISA, MASTERCARD, C.0.D. (cash oniy), money orders & checks
.22 WMR cartridgess 1 lines for customers placing orders. (checks allow 21 extra days after our receipt) FAX Machine Orders: 1-208-376-7608
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Automag II .22 Magnum, .380 Backup Pistols

* (Continued from page 24)

S

The sights on the .380 pistol are crude but effective for short-range shooting.

Both the .380 Backup and Automag Il have the magazine release catches on the butt of the frame.
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The excellent Millett sights on the Automag Il are
a white outline adjustable rear and red ramp
front.

The thumb-operated Automag |l safety prevents
the hammer from striking the firing pin and
blocks the firing pin. It does not prevent the
hammer from being dropped when the trigger is
pulled. The pistol should never be carried with a
reund chambered.

fire) caliber pistol made.
Larry Grossman of AMT said he
experimented for some time before com-

ing up with the unique gas-channeling
system employed on the Automag II
for a smooth, trouble-free action. The
gas-channeling, or gas-assisted, action
is achieved by a series of three bands
in the chamber, each with six small
holes in it. The bands are situated so
that gas from the burning powder in
the cartridge case is channeled into
the holes in the bands. The gas system
equalizes the pressure on the cartridge
case keeping it from expanding so there
is smooth extraction. AMT recom-
mends against use of CCI .22 Mag-
num rimfire ammo in the Automag
II. The flake powder used in this
ammunition may not function well in
the pistol.

The thumb-operated safety lever on
the left side of the slide at the rear
prevents the hammer from striking the
firing pin and blocks the firing pin
from striking the primer. It will not
prevent the hammer from dropping if
the trigger is pulled, however. There
is also a half-cock position for the
hammer.

Neither of these pistols should be
carried with a round in the chamber
as neither was designed for that pur-
pose. The Automag II is available in
6-inch (our test gun), 4%-inch and
3%/s-inch barrel length. The 3%s-inch
barrel model has a smaller frame for
the pistol. Grossman says the 6-inch
model will provide a muzzle velocity of
about 1,400 feet per second. Finish is
matte stainless with grooved carbon
fiber black grips. Sights are Millett
adjustable white outline rear and red
ramp front blade.

At the range we test fired the Auto-
mag II with Winchester Super X and
Federal .22 Magnum ammo, and the
.380 Backup with Winchester Silver-
tip hollow point and American Eagle

full metal jacketed .380 ammo, as well
as with some Mexican Aguila .380 full

metal jacketed stuff.

The .380 Aguila ammunition was so
low powered it would not cycle in the
gun and we had to manually work the
slide to eject the spent cartridge case
and chamber a new round after each
firing. The American factory ammu-
nition was fine in the pistol and it
functioned perfectly in both slow and
rapid fire.

Shooting at paper targets 7 yards
away we averaged 10- and 12-inch
groups. The Silvertips, as expected,




provided the best accuracy. I even made
hits on paper cups and bottles out to
about 25 yards. If I were relying on
this pistol I'd probably use only Sil-
vertips in it.

We fired boxes of .22 Magnum am-
munition in the Automag II with only
one malfunction of any kind, and that
was one failure to extract a spent cas-
ing. This occurred during a rapid fire
sequence of shots well into test firing
and I thought that perhaps the cham-
ber was merely getting fouled. I used
a knife blade to remove the casing,
then continued firing, slowly at first
and later after reloading I tried rapid
fire again with no further trouble.

The Automag II would be good for
home defense, personal defense and
hunting. We found it to be powerful
and very accurate out to distances of
30 or more yards. It is also very relia-
ble. I still am not sure just what led
to that failure to extract, but I don’t
consider it anything serious. You feel
the power of the caliber in the recoil
but it’s nothing unmanageable. This
is truly a unique and fun to shoot
pistol. @

ORIGINAL

soamn FN-FAL PARTS

FIRING PINS - $19.00 ORIGINAL Belgian forged & machined bolt
replace SAR-48 light barrel bolt $59
FIRING PINS hard chrome (few only) $24.00

TRIGGER PULL KIT $49.95 replace pow-
dered metal sporter rifle parts w/milled,

forged military parts. FN-FAL 5 or 10 round mags, fit LAR, SAR-

RARE German border police contract sniper 48, Argentine, Israeli Fals $23.

ifle h & hrome) kit (few onl
S ek & seari(chrome) Mt {fow o). . omwAL Baiglan 20 18 fags: 12 lsiasi

20 rd mags $7.50. Maintenance tools -
DRESS-UP KIT all military - gas plug, num- specify Belgian or Israeli $20 set.
bered gas regulator, numbered front sight,

ORIGINAL Belgian rear sight ASM. Replace
SAR-48 light model casting $49

$60 ORIGINAL Belgian manual, printed in Bel-
gium $15.

FAL SPARE PARTS KIT (firing pin &

springs, most needed small parts) $65 PARTS LIST $2.00 refundable with order

ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS - orders shipped UPS. Please add sufficient shipping.
Money orders only accepted. Please include S.A.S.E. for limited items, funds returned
immediately if sold.

T.R. GOODWIN “”“ZZorss, =

AMT .380 Backup,
Automag Il Pistols:
Tech Specs
.380 Backup
Galibaracs s S Sauie L e 380 Auto
Action/operation . . . .semiauto/blowback
Weight w empty magazine . . .175 ozs.
Lengths:
overall=s oo i 4"
Barraliisinc st e it o 2 *fs"
Height w magazine .............. 4"
L B R R matte stainless
Magazine capacity . ........... 5 rds.
Price, suggested .............. $243
Manufacturer ... .. .. AMT, Dept. ASG,
6226 Santos Diaz St.,
Irwindale, CA 91706;
(818) 334-6629
Automag I
Callber:. oo i aiy 22 WMR
Action/operation ........ semiauto/gas-
assisted blowback
Weight
(6") w empty magazine ...325 ozs.
Lengths:
Overall Gisi e e e N 9"
Barralcalsdis el st il o Ha 6"
(4%, 3%" also available)
Height w magazine ............ 512"
Sights . . Millett adjustable white outline
rear, red ramp blade front
et g o [V L P R S T 8”
Ralglipg St ies firing pin block,
hammer half cock
Einighisaie il matte stainless with
grooved black fiber grips
Price, suggested .............. $329
Manufacturer . .... ., AMT, Dept. ASG,
6226 Santos Diaz St.,
Irwindale, CA 91706;
(818) 334-6629

Help put the odds in your
favor: find the survival sup-

= plies you need in the U.S.
CAVALRY catalog. 136 full
color pages of genuine
issue military uniforms,
boots, knives, perimeter
alarms, lightsticks, first
B aid supplies, instruction
: manuals, plus much more field
and survival gear. Send $3.00 for your copy today.

NAME;

ADDRESS: :
CITY : SOLAR POWERED FLASHLIGHT

STATE ZIP :
Mail this ad to:

US. CAVALRY <~

WORLD'S FINEST MILITARY AND ADVENTURE EQUIPMENT

Dept. AS06
2855 Centennial Ave. Radcliff, KY 40160-9000

P.O. BOX 697 s i
BEAUMONT, CA. RARE DISTRIBUTORSHIP OPPORTUNITY
92223 No “franchise fee'"" to get started. No minimum or maximums. (WE NEED DISTRIBUTORS
— WE CAN'T COVER ALL TERRITORIES, SUPPLY THE DEMAND). Mail coupon now for
(714) 796-0098 the details. Find out how you can have the power to literally freeze food prices for millions!

AMERICAN SURVIVAL GUIDE/JUNE 1989 53

X PR TT S P Y - Sl |



