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AUTO MAG
MISFIRES?

by KENT LOMONT

Properly set up, the Auto Mag will
not misfire. For the occasional exam-
ple that does, here are the areas to in-
vestigate. First, | will cover the pri-
mary reasons for misfiring in the Auto
Mag and then | will outline some of the
steps necessary to increase firing pin
energy.

The primary cause of misfiring that
has come to my attention is the use of
loads that pierce primers. A pierced
primer will usually leave a small metal
tit from the primer cup in the firing pin
hole at the bolt face. This piece of
metal will cause misfires. | have seen
guns with up to five of these pieces of
primer cup built up in the firing pin
hole. In this condition, the pistol will
almost never fire. To remedy this situ-
ation, remove the barrel extension
from the frame. While holding your
left hand close to and in front of the
bolt, dry fire two or three times. You
can catch these particles in your hand.
Then, cock the hammer and push on
the firing pin with an allen-wrench to
check the firing pin for free movement.

Editor's Note: “These pierced pri-
mers need not necessarily be from ex-
cessive loads. Make sure that cases
are of proper o.a. length and that in
the case of the .357 AMP, the shoulder
is properly located for optimum head-
space. This point will be discussed
further in the article. Following, and
not exceeding, load data published in
this newsletter should not give pierced
primers”.

| have never seen an Auto Mag that
pierced primers due to too sharp a fir-
ing pin...although this could happen.
All specs being proper, pressures in
the 48,000 - 50,000 c.u.p. range have
" never pierced primers in my experience

with CCI large pistol mag. primers.

Cartridge headspace should be cor-
rect. |If .44 cases are trimmed too
short, they may go into the chamber
too far causing misfires. Factory
specs call for a length of 1.296"-1.298"
for the .44 AMP. | have not experi-
enced misfires until the length of the
.44 case was reduced to 1.290". | usu-
ally trim after the first firing and full
length sizing to 1.296", and experience
less than .002” lengthening after a
dozen or more full loads. The .357
AMP headspaces on the shoulder and
is therefore more difficult to measure
for headspace. In practice, | remove
the bbl. extension, then remove the
bolt from the frame. Take an empty
.357 AMP case that has been full
length sized, and place it in the cham-
ber. Take the bolt which has been re-
moved from the frame and rotate it

closed by hand on the chambered
case, slight resistance is felt. At this
point the case is sized enough to just
chamber. | then turn the sizing die
down another .015” - measured care-
fully with a caliper. In effect, this is
giving the case over .015” excess head-
space. Cases sized in this manner will
allow the bolt to rotate shut even after
the chamber builds powder residue
from firing 300 rounds or more. On
the other hand, cases sized with mini-
mum headspace will cause bolt rota-
tion difficulties from powder residue
after a couple clips of ammo are fired.
In order to obtain this .015” headspace
it is usually necessary to remove from
.005” to .025” from the bottom of the
size die. | prefer removing from the
die rather than the shell holder be-
cause cutting the shell holder weakens
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by LEE E. JURRAS

As you read this issue of the Auto
Mag Newsletter, George Nonte and
myself will be deep in the heart of Zu-
luland and the Orange Free State, test-
ing Auto Mags. George and | will be in
quest of the various antelope species;
ranging from the giant Eland, Kudu,
Blesbok and Bontebok to the deminu-
tive Steinbok.

This Safari will be strictly a handgun
hunt. While | will be using the .357
AMP and .44 AMP exclusively, George
will be testing a new Ruger .357 and
shooting his 8-3/8"” Mod. 29 S&W.

Having personally tested the Auto
Mag’s under changing field condi-
tions, this particular hunt will be the
most extreme. Weather conditions

will vary, and temperatures could
range from near zero to 70 degrees
above. Shooting ranges from 50 yds.
to 200 yds. will be encountered, while
the size of game wili vary from 1500
Ibs. to 15 Ibs.

A complete illustrated summary of;
accuracy, bullet performance on game,
cold weather performance, and gener-
al African field use with the Auto Mags
will be covered in the July and August
issues of this Newsletter.

A trip to California the end of May
found Harry Sanford and myself, fi-
nalizing reamer and chamber dimen-
sions for the new .41 JMP cartridge.
Lab testing will be done this Summer,
and | will take a prototype gun to Alas-
ka the last of August for field testing
on sheep and goat. Inthe .41 JMP car-
tridge, we are looking fora 170 gr. bul-
letin the 1900 f.p.s. range. If all tests
prove satisfactory, | will offer a 100
gun series to match the L.E. Jurras,
Custom 100 Series in .357 AMP and
.44 AMP caliber’'s about October or
November of this year. LEJ
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RELOADER

Quality reloads begin with RCBS!

P.O. BOX 1919 ¢ OROVILLE, CAL. 95885

NEW! AMP CLIP DEPRESSOR

Locks the clip spring down for easy
loading. Strong, lightweight, stain-
less-steel & aluminum construction;
the clip depressor is a must. Postpaid
at just $6.95 ea. Send check or money
order to:

CLUB de AUTO MAG INT'L, INC.
P.O. Box 400 - Shelbyville, IN 46176

AMMUNITION AND HANDGUN TESTING AND EVALUATION

PO BOX 163 ¢ SHELBYVILLE INDIANA 46176 ¢ USA

“Crusty” Kent; Testing Six Auto Mags?

Kent Lomont, Fort Wayne, Indiana, probably holds the dubious distinction o
firing over 100,000 rounds of .357 and .44 AMP ammo to date. We believe Kent
assisted by four clip loaders, holds the world record of 2300 rounds fired in one¢

hour with one .357 AMP handgun.

AUTO MAG MISFIRES?
Continued from page 1

Editor's Note: Kent Lomont is an ex-
ceptional pistolsmith & machinist; he
has a tendency to think all AMP own-
ers are. Some of the steps he outlines
in this article should be attempted
only by one of equal talent.

it and then the die is only set for one
shell holder. In the .357 AMP, misfir-
ing starts at around .025" excess head-
space on -issue guns. Head separa-
tions could occur also, but [ have
never experienced them with the Auto
Mag.

Some cartridges, especially those
formed from rifle brass and to a lesser
extent the CDM brass, require that the
primers be set well below the case
head when making contact with the
bottom of the primer pocket. This
means that the firing pin will have fur-
ther to travel before making primer
contact and this sometimes results in
misfiring. Primers must be seated to
the bottom of the pocket or they may
misfire because the firing pin blow will
be absorbed as the pin seats the

primer. The method for increasing f
ing pin energy described later in th
article will eliminate trouble from de¢
seated primers.

Improper adjustment of the trigg
overtravel screw can cause misfire
If the screw, located in the front cent
of the trigger, is turned too far cloc
wise thereby making trigger overtray
minimum, the quarter cock notch «
the hammer may graze the sear ai
lessen the hammer fall. This can |
checked by holding the trigger all tl
way down and manually, with yo
thumb, moving the hammer throu
its arc. If a slight roughness is felt
the quarter cock position - turn tl
overtravel screw counterclockwise,
little at a time, until this roughne
is no longer felt. Then one more tu
for good luck. This will allow the tri
ger bar to push the sear far enough o
of the way so that the hammer will n
graze it as it falls. (See page 9 of tl
excellent manual supplied with tl
pistol).

If a round is placed directly into t|
chamber and the bolt dropped und
the full force of recoil springs, t



round may be pushed too far foreward
thereby causing misfires. This will
also break extractors and theoretically
may cause the piece to misfire due to
the inertia firing pin. | have never had
an Auto Mag fire when doing this, but
it does break extractors and give ex-
cessively flattened primers because
the case gets a running start before
hitting the bolt face upon firing. The
correct way to manually load a round
directly into the chamber is to drop in
the round and then gently let the bolt
forward by hand, making sure that it
rotates shut. If it doesn’t, a gentle tap
on the rear of the cocking piece with
the heel of your hand will usually ro-
tate it home. Be very careful not to
fire the pistol with your hand in line
with the cocking piece.

Shortening the firing pin spring is
the simplest method to obtain in-
creased firing pin energy. The over all
length of the firing pin spring is ap-
proximately 1.050” to 1.100". Simply
cut the spring down until it has just
enough force to hold the firing pin all
the way to the rear. This usually leaves
the spring around .920” - .940” in
length. Be very careful not to shorten
the spring too much or it will not hold
the firing pin in its proper rearward
position. This in turn will lessen pin
protrusion through the cocking piece,
resulting in decreased firing pin ener-
gy. Occasionally, an extra long spring
is found that cannot compress enough
to fire at all, if a very small amount of
dirt is allowed to build up on the
spring.  Shortening the firing pin
spring will also increase the chances
of having the piece fire when the action
-closes, since this is an inertia firing
pin. | have never had this happen, but
keep the possibility in mind when al-
tering the firing mechanism. | test
with two shot bursts, since a clip on
full auto would be rough on pedestri-
ans. Polish the firing pin in the area
where the spring rides and remove
burrs from the end of the spring. Ad-
ditionally, make sure the pin moves
smoothly thru the firing pin hole in the
bolt. If it does not, polish as neces-

sary. Be very careful not to decrease
the diameter of the tip of the firing pin
or to increase the clearance of the fir-
ing pin through the bolt face unless
absolutely necessary. Polishing with
400 grit emery or crocus cloth is usu-
ally all that is necessary.

The firing pin has two discs of ap-
proximately .285" diameter which act
as stops for both the forward and rear-
ward movement. The rear disc con-
trols protrusion through the cocking
piece by contact inside the cocking
piece. The front disc controls protru-
sion thru the bolt face by contact with
the bolt rotating pin. The thickness of
both discs are approximately .035".

There is some variation in the .035”
thickness of these discs. | have found
some measuring as thin as .030” and
others as thick as .042”. To increase
the protrusion thru the cocking piece,
| usually grind the rear disc to a .015”
thickness, taking material off the rear
face. This usually will increase firing
pin protrusion through the cocking
piece around .020"” and, helps increase
firing pin energy without danger of
piercing primers.

To increase firing pin protrusion
thru the bolt face, | usually cut the
front face of the front disc, reducing it
approximately .005 - .010”. Occasion-
ally however, this could result in
pierced primers. It is best left alone if
other methods solve the misfiring.
Overall length of the firing pins | have
measured, ran from 4.170 - 4.180". The
longer length occured in some of the
Pasedena, Auto Mags. Incidentally,
the Aug Mag firing pin appears inde-
structable with two | have going over
10,000 rounds each.

If necessary, more firing pin protru-
sion could be obtained at both bolt
face, and cocking piece. This can be
obtained by grinding away the surface
on the cocking piece that the rear fir-
ing pin disc contacts. And, by grind-
ing away the contact surface on the
bolt rotating pin that the front disc
contacts. | personally have never
found either necessary.

This method would lessen the¢
chances of breaking off either disc by
making them too thin. However, sev.
eral firing pins | have modified in this
prescribed manner have been subject
ed to over 5,000 rounds without break:
age.

Make sure there is no dirt under the
flange on the bolt rotating pin when i
is pushed through the hole in the cir.
cular integral projection of the frame
through which the bolt rides. If there
is, the bolt rotating pin will not sea
fully and the hole through which the
firing pin rides, will not align with the
hole in the bolt face, thus causing mis
alignment or drag on the firing pin

Polish the firing pin along that sur
face where it rides through the bolt ro.
tating pin, and also polish the hole ir
the bolt rotating pin.

With the piece assembled, and th¢
action closed, clock the hammer anc
manually push the firing pin througt
the cockingpiece with an allen-wrenct
or similar instrument. Make sure the
firing pin rides smoothly.

Also, keep in mind that sometimes
a pistol will fire normally when the
weather is warm but will mis-fire ir
cold weather. Atany rate, normal lube
will have a tendency to congeal in colc
weather. Keep all lubrication off the
firing pin and firing pin spring.

These methods have solved all mis:
firing problems that have shown up or
the Auto Mags that | have owned anc
modified for others. Kl
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Classified

Use of the Classified Ad Scctlan is free to all
Club de Auto Mag Internati
Non-members may advertise at the fallowmg
rates: To 15 words per issue - $4.00; To 30
words - $7.50. Please contact our Advertising
Dept. for multiple issue or special display ad-
vertising rates.

STOLEN

Mod. 180 S/N A00656. $100.00 reward for in-
formation leading to the arrest and conviction
of person or persons who stole the gun (and
others) on Apr. 10, 1974. Can identify even w/o
S/N Contact: John W. Butler (#194) - 2061
Rhoda St. - Simi Valley, CA 93065

WANTED

.44 AMP, state price, condition, S/N and how
stamped, Auto Mag or TDE. Write: Steve Dag-
ley (#49) - 7901 Hampton Blvd. Lot 34 - Capella
Dr. - Norfolk, VA 23505

FOR SALE

| have (5) of my L.E. Jurras Custom Mod. 100
.357 AMP’s for sale from the original 100 guns.
Also have (9) of same model in .44 AMP. There
were only 100 of these guns made in each cali-
ber. S/N ran LEJ-001 thru LEJ-100 in the .357
AMP’s and LEJ-1X thru LEJ-100X in the .44 cali-
ber. The .357 AMP is $487.50 - plus postage and
insurance. The .44 AMP’s are $499.50 - plus
postage and insurance. Write and send FFL to:
L.E. Jurras & Assoc. - P.O. Box 163 - Shelbyville,
IN 46176

Original .44 AMP, stamped Auto Mag., Pasa-
dena, CA, low three digit S/N, excellent condi-
tion. Price is $ 550.00. Write: Maj. Buzz Cham-
blee (#2) - 11 Fay Dr. - Enon, OH 45323

New empty, un-primed CDM .44 AMP cases
are $11.00 per C - Dealers $90.00 per M. Write:
L.E. Jurras & Assoc. - P.O. Box 163 - Shelbyville,
IN 46176

FOR SALE - Continued

ORIGINAL AUTO MAG PLASTIC CAR-
TRIDGE BOXES Postpaid at $.75 each: Lo-
mont Precision Bullets - 4421 S. Wayne, Ft.
Wayne, IN 46807

ZIPPO LIGHTERS Auto Mag Club embiem.
Postpaid at $7.50 each. Order from: Club de
Auto Mag Internationale, Inc. - P.O. Box 400 -
Shelbyville, IN 46176

AUTO MAG CLIP DEPRESSOR Postpaid at
$6.95 each. Available thru the following loca-
tions:

e J.C. Enterprises - 907 W. Mill St. - Ossian, IN
46777

e Lomont Precision Bullets - 4421 S. Wayne -
Ft. Wayne, IN 46807

e ClubdeAuto Mag Int’l, Inc. - P.O. Box 400 -
Shelbyville, IN 46176

LAMINATED WOOD GRIPS FOR AUTO MAG
These are the same type grips used on the L.E.
Jurras, Custom Mod. 100 Series. $35.00 per pair
Available thru: J.C. Enterprises - 907 W. Mill St.
Ossian, IN 46777

AUTO MAG SHOULDER HOLSTER We had
“Safariland”’ make a special run of their excel-
lent Mod. 101 Shoulder Holster for the Auto
Mag user. Both holster and clip pouch are
stamped with the L.E. Jurras trademark. Mod.
6% "bbl. - $ 24.95; Mod. 8% “bbl. - $30.95; Clip
Pouch - $8.50. Less 10% discount to Auto Mag
Club members! Send check or M.O. to:
L.E. Jurras & Assoc. - P.O. Box 163 - Shelby-
ville, IN 46176

SERVICES

Pressure and velocity - test your favorite .357
or .44 AMP handload. Write for particulars: L.E.
Jurras & Assoc. - P.O. Box 163 - Shelbyville, IN
46176

BUY, SELL, AND TRADE THROUGH THE
AUTO MAG NEWSLETTER'S CLASSIFIED AD
SECTION.

If you're an Auto Mag Pistol enthusiast - there's
a new club just for you - the Club de Auto Mag

Internationale! A club inspired by the f.
Auto Mag Pistol.

It's easy to |om and as a membor, you'll re-
ceive a ifi for
framing, a mamber's idomlucauon card, and
best of all, a monthly newsletter that's loaded
with ideas, ballistics information, load data,
pictures, a buy-sell & trade section, and much,
much more.

Moreover, as a club mambor you'll be able to
particip inp | events and
gatherings. All this for a membership fee of
just $10 per year ($15, if you live outside the
Continental U.S.).

For additional information about |he Club de
Auto Mag | i le and a p ap-

p form, p the P beluw‘
’———————_——_——————-
Please send me more information. GwW1

NAME

ADDRESS.

CITY

STATE ZIP.

Glub de Aute Mag Internationale. Inc.
\\ P.O. BOX 400 ¢ SHELBYVILLE, IND. 46176 J
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Editor’'s Note: Sign up three ne
members and receive a FREE Zipp
Lighter with engraved AMC emblen
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