Product review

GUN WEEK, Friday, Oct. 24, 1975

Page Six

Author likes TDE ‘Back Up’ .380 auto

By George C. Nonte Jr.
Associate Editor

In years gone by, when there
were a couple very nice
pocket-type .380
3 autos made in
this country (Colt
and Remington),
most buyers
opted for the
smaller-caliber
32 ACP in the
same gun. It
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say why, but the
much superior .380 cartridge ran a
long second to the .32. All that
began changing a dozen or so
years ago when gun-toters began
to realize that in the same size and
weight gun they could get the
bigger, heavier, and faster (thus
much more effective) .380 at no
greater cost and no reduction in
handling ease.

By then, though, not a single,
domestic maker produced a basic
pocket pistol in .380 or .32. It was
imports or nothing.

Now, though, the scene is
changing. The latest domestic
handgun we've checked is a basic,
single-action .380 made by TDE
(Auto Mag, remember) of
stainless steel and named ‘‘Back
Up."" Designer Harry Sanford
chose that name as an indicator of
the design philosophy behind the
gun and the primary use for which
he intended it.

It's not meant as a primary
weapon, but as a secondary arm
for law-enforcement officers
against the time when — for
whatever reason — the service
sidearm couldn’t finish the ball.

Stainless steel

Toward this end Sanfard

The Back Up is composed of
relatively few parts; exclusive of
the six pins and six small springs,
it is made up of the frame, trigger,
trigger bar, sear, hammer, ejec-
tor, grip safety, manual safety,
magazine catch, recoil spring and
guide, slide, breech block, extrac-
tor, and firing pin.

Two grips

Of course, there are two grips
and a pair of screws to secure
them, and a five-piece magazine.
Autos with fewer parts are
around, but they have less to offer
than the Back Up.

Potential functioning problems
have been designed out of this gun.
The feed ramp is straight,
presenting a single, smooth sur-
face, and the chamber mouth is
radiused all around; the magazine
is sturdy and easily disassembled
for cleaning; the breech face and
extractor are more accessible for
cleaning than any other design;
and the extractor claw is unusual-
ly sturdy for so small a gun.

In addition, the enclosed
hammer design reduces
dirt-ingesting orifices to the
barest minimum — an important
factor in a gun to be carried con-
cealed.

The gun’s most unusual feature
is its separate breech block pinned
into the slide. The block carries
the firing pin and extractor; the
latter retains the firing pin and is
in turn held by a single, loose pin.

Too often

All too often extractors are dif-
ficult to remove and so their
recesses are seldom cleaned until
the accumulated crud causes a
malfunction. When the block is in
nlace the extractar nin ic

spring-detented pin merely
positions the block in the slide and
is not heavily stressed. The breech
block also serves to retain the
slide in the frame, and its removal
is the first major step in dis-
assembly.

Separate breech blocks aren’t

new, as any Remington M51 owner
knows, but the application here is
unique.

The frame, like the slide body,
is a single, finish-machined,
stainless-steel casting. It, too,

shows imaginative engineering.
For example, there is no separate
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retaining device for the sliding
trigger; the trigger bar holds it
and is in turn held by the right
grip.
Rotating hammer
The rotating hammer is slotted
(Please Turn to Page 7)
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1IromH1 Corrosive perspiration acidas
and dirt. And, to facilitate the
concealment required for a second
gun, it was made as small as
possible and with as few
protrusions as possible.

The result is a bare five inches
long, 3.655 inches high, .925
of-an-inch wide over its smooth,
wood grips, and weighs only 17
ounces unloaded. Stoking it with
five .380 cartridges in the
magazine and one in the chamber
boosts the carrying weight a tad to
19 ounces.

This makes it the smallest .380
available, smaller even than the
pre-1968 Star Starlet and Walther
PPK. Being of all-steel construc-
tion, it feels heavier than it is
because of its small size.

PLATE YOUR GUNS

With This Inexpensive Kit, You Can
Dress Up Your Guns with Gold, Sliver
or Nickel.

GOLD AND SILVER PLATE HANDGUNS AND
LONG ARMS In your shop or home as easlly as you
cold blue. Takes only minutes to completely plate
the average handgun. Texas Eleciroplaters have
been in use tor many years In gunsmith and plating
shops. bluing and refinishing firms throughout the
U S. Guaranteed to do electroplating equal to the
finest custom commercial plating. Pure 24 karat
Gold and pure Sliver are furnished with Texas
Electroplaters, assuring you of a profeas|.

d paper cliip, or even a tooupIcK.

The block is aligned in the slide
by vertical ribs in both, which ab-
sorb all firing stresses. A tightly

rere tne Serrations on top oI tne separate breech
block may be clearly seen, and the breech block
retaining pin is visible above the upper left corner of

the finger serrations on the slide. The manual safety

IS shown in the “‘fire’’ position and the protruding
grip safety indicates the hammer is cocked. (Photos
by George C. Nonte Jr.)

MINI RELVOLVER

ModolriiAA 22-s Naw

$89.95

Prepaid

.22 short, 5 shot

3-Y inches long

One inch barrel

Precision made of

Packaged in prese
DISTRIBUTOR

RALPH E. SHATTUCK
6661 Castle Dr., Birmingham, MI 48010
(313) 851-7107

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED

al plate
every time

All Texas Eleciroplaters are com-
plete. All you need Is 3 dry batterles.
Instructions with every set.

Complete set to plate 3 large plstols with 24 karat
Gold. 3 cthers with genulnae Sliver and 3 with
Nickel. Plates dozens of hammaers, triggers, etc.

Our Gunsmiths Special $16.00
Complete set to plate 24 karat Gold .. .. $11.40
Complete set to plate pure Silver ........ $ 6.40
Complete set to plate Nickel . .$ 5.40

Extra compounds: May be used with any set.

Each plates 3 pistols; Nickel ............. $ 2.00
Copper, Brass, perjar ............. . $150
Silver $3.00, Gold, 24 karat .. .. $ 8.00

Make Money— Save Money.
Do your own plating.
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE
— POSTPAID —
QUICK SERVICE
Additlonal materials always avallable
at low cost,
ORDER YOUR TEXAS
ELECTROPLATER TODAY

TEXAS PLATERS SUPPLY

2453-G. W. Five Mile Parkway
Dallas, Texas 75233

% POCKET KNIVES >

KISSING CRANE
I1*XL » BIGHORN
HEN & ROOSTER « HENCKELS
Send for price list. Please, however, send 25¢ to
cover postage and handling.
WORLD KNIFE DIST.
Maury Shavin

P.0O. Box 9172-GW Chattanooga, Tenn. 37412

1975
CATALOG
$2.00
| Refundable with first
{ purchase of $25.00 or more.
Dealer inquiries invited.
P.0. Box 275
Lodi, Ohio 44254

SPORTSMEN!
This Sport——
AWAITS YOU —

GET INTO SOMETHING
DIFFERENT! this exciting
yet relaxing pastime is
now being enjoyed by
thousands of Americans.
This book includes KNIFE THROWING as an Art,
Science, Recreation, Profession, and New
Method Of Hunting Game! Over 100 pages and
40 photographs make this the most complete
book on the subject. Send $3.25 plus 50¢
postage and handling to:

FRONTIER TRADENG POST

6323 - 16th AVE, DEPT BROOKLYN, N. Y. 11204

* lllustration must appear in each format,
simply forward photo, negative or art
work with your ad copy.

SHOOTER'S ILLUSTRATED GUIDE « 911 Vandemark Rd. ® P.0.Box150 e Sidney, Ohio 45365

hooter’s Thustrated Guide

* Readers buy with confidence from the
products and services featured here.

* Special Three Time advertising rates with
minimum 3, 6, or 9 consecutive insertions.
An advertising contract offers even greater
savings, check rates elsewhere in this issue.

* Details on request:

o
e e
NEW ADAPTER CARTRIDGE
fires .22LR in .222 Remington
4. 77

L2722 74 £
ADAPTERS ALSO AVAILABLE FOR THE
FOLLOWING:
.22 LRin .220 Swift .22 WMR in .222 Rem.
22 LRin .222 Rem. .30 M1 Carb.in .30-06
22 LR in .221 Fireball .30 M1 Carb. in .30-30
22LRin.223 .30 M1 Carb. in .308
.22 LRin.22-250 .30 M1 Carb. in .300 Win.
.22 WMR in .22-250 .32 ACP in .30-06
.22 Hornet in .22-250 .32 ACPin .30-30
May be mailed directly. No FFL is required.
All priced at $11.95 Postpaid

SPORT SPECIALTIES
Department GK7

Box 774,
Sunnyvale, Calif. 94088

MOTOR HOMES FOR RENT
————————

LOW RATES FOR HUNTING SEASON
513-791-9329

SET TRIGGERS
#500

$13.75 Dealers Inquire

NORTHSTAR ENTERPRISES
GK 2401 Guernsey Dell

Dayton. Ohlo 45404 (513) 233-8222

. z‘bﬁ.o

BLANK
PISTOL “Z-

Shoots .22 cal. crimp blanks. LOUD! 8
- shot, one stroke ejection, swing out
cyl., Hvy const., 10 oz., 6" long. For
training dogs, Athletic events, theatrics, and just
making noise. Not sold to NJ or NY City residents.
Shipped by UPS only. Chrome pistol $8.50 Extra
loud German crimp blanks $1.90 per can of 100
ADD 50¢ TO TOTAL ORDER FOR SHIPPING.

DOLAN’S SPORTS

Dept. GW
620 Fairview Ave., Neptune, NJ 07753

_

IMPROVE ACCURACY

Reduce Recodl and Wugple Jump

WILL NOT CHANGE BALLISTICS

(¢ ARMS,

PHONE: (313) 469-6727
30016 S. RIVER RD. / MT. CLEMENS, MICH. 48043

INC.

Handguns & Rifle

Tested by H.P. White Laboratories
U.S. Patent
#3808943
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Shown here from the right side, the salient features of the new TDE “Back Up’’ .380 pocket autoloader are
clearly seen. The all stainless exterior is bead blasted to a pleasing matte-grey finish except for the sides of
the trigger and the slide flats; the large grip safety pops out to this extent when the hammer is cocked. Grips
are smooth-finish walnut nicely inletted and secured by socket-head screws. The butt-secured magazine
carries a curved extension base for additional finger purchase.

380 auto review . . .

(Continued From Page 6)
to straddle the fixed ejector, both
being held by the hammer pin. The
mainspring also drives the
magazine catch, and the manual
safety pin also secures the grip

satety. The balance of the
lockwork is conventional and
simple.

In over 300 rounds of assorted
ammunition, including high-per-
formance factory and handloads.
we've encountered no functional
problems. Neither have any ac-
curacy shortcomings been noted,
keeping in mind that this is strictly
a point-and-shoot gun equipped
with only rudimentary. fixed
sights.

Handling and pointing is good,
considering the Back Up's
abbreviated size and weight. For
me, it points a hair low at
bar-length range, and at 17 ounces
it does jump around a bit. Unless
one has very small hands, the
short butt offers only a two-finger
grip.

A Beretta-style, finger spur in-
tegral with the magazine bottom
piece provides a seat for the third
finger if your hand isn’t too beefy.
A ham-handed individual would be
better off amputating the spur and
curling his spare fingers under the
butt.

Charged magazine

There is no slide latch, so
loading means you insert a charg-
ed magazine, draw back and let go
the slide to chamber the top round.
then engage the manual safety.
After that, another round can be
placed in the magazine if you want
the full six shots possible.

In fact, the magazine of our
sample gun will hold six rounds,

" but there's no spring compression

left, so it can't be seated in the
gun. Another 1/16-of-an-inch of
follower travel would accom-

modate that sixth round. giving
the fully-charged gun seven shots.

The manual safety can be dis-
engaged easily on the draw, and
the grip safety doesn’t get in the
way. In fact, I'm not conscious of
it at all when pulling the little
guns. Functioning of both safeties
is independent and very positive.
They block the sear solidly in the
hammer cock notch to prevent fir-
ing from any cause.

Disassembly easy

Disassembly is quite easy once
you know how, but different from
other guns. First, chamber empty,
magazine out, hammer cocked
(safety position doesn't matter):
use a 7/64-of-an-inch or smaller
drift and hammer to start the
breech block pin from the left to
the right: once the pin is past its
snap-ring, push it on out: use a
pencil or dowel through the
magazine well to push the breech
block out the top of the slide
(retracting the slide
1/16-1/8-of-an-inch may allow the
block to simply fall out if the gun
is inverted): with a long, slender
rod or screwdriver, reach back in-
side the slide and press down on
the hammer, and thumb the slide
forward over the hammer: lift up
the rear of the slide and move it
forward off the barrel.

The rest is about like any other
pocket auto — but don't try to
remove the barrel, it's welded in
place to stay.

Except for the top of the breech
block. slide side flats, and trigger
(all polished bright), the gun is a

(Please Turn To Page 9)



The “Back Up'' sights are rudimentary and fully
recessed in a groove in the top of the slide to avoid
any unnecessary protrusions. Note also the outline of
the removable breech block which transferred all of

its firing loads to the slide by means of the lugs
visible. The retaining pin is therefore not subjected
to load or impact and serves only to position the
block in the slide.

WANTED

Military & Commercial
JUNKED GUNS & PARTS
ANY QUANTITY

TOP PRICES PAID

NUMRICH
ARMS CORP.

Bow GW, West Hurley, N.Y. 12491

FROM THE
WORLD’S
LARGEST
SOURCE FOR
GUN PARTS,
NUMRICH
ARMS

Our catalog is packed with the WORLD'S
LARGEST SELECTION of difficult to get new
and obsolete parts, stocks, barrels, leather,
bayonets, muzzleloading rifles and “Build It
Yourself” Kits. $2.00 gets NUMRICH Catalog
NO.5.

tJNUMRICH

ARMS CORPORATION
WEST HURLEY, NEW YORK 12491 BOX GW © (914) 679-2417

BUILD-IT-YOURSELF DEPARTMENT

Build-It-Yourself
) MINUTEMAN RIFLE KIT
Build Your Own Kentucky Rifle and Save $70.00

FIREER Y (I Ty u;"n%
Sl S = - o

blued or

KENTUCKY RIFLE MUZZLE LOADING KIT

All metal parts are fully finished — no machine work or power tools required, only a wood rasp and sandpaper
needed. Complete job can be done on your kitchen table. Stock is fully machine-inletted, drilled and fully con-
toured, needs only a bid of rasp-work and sanding. Barrel is fully finished but left unblued so it can be either

Instructions and

loading data included free.

.31, .36, .45 & .50 Cals.

R

BOX GW

NUMRICH ARMS CORPORATION

WEST HURLEY, NEW YORK 12491

| muzzie loadi and

Retail Price $109.95
Add $2.90 for postage and handling.

(914) 679-2417

The magazine, too, is made entirely of stainless steel. The six, S&W,
84-grain, JHP, .380 cartridges shown here constitute a full load for the
sample gun— five in the magazine and one in the chamber.

Smoothness in .380. ..

(Continued From Page 7)
neutral, matte grey produced by
sandblasting the stainless steel. A
very serviceable finish, if not
gaudy. If I were to carry this gun
in my waistband as many will do,
I'd prefer the sides of the slide to
be sandblasted too; less likelihood
of the gun slipping through to
clatter embarassingly across the
floor.

Workmanship good
Workmanship on our sample
gun is good, from a functional if
not aesthetic view. Some casting
marks are visible, and there are a

few tiny bubble marks.

There is smoothness and
tightness where there should be,
and where it won't matter, some
roughness and looseness is found.
The trigger pull is heavy, at nine
pounds, but I wouldn't want a
3'%-pound trigger pull on a tiny
pocket gun, would you?

At $157.50, the Back Up by TDE
is a good choice where conceal-
ment and power are both needed. I
like it.



